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on them. He also attempted to suppress the
printers in Cambridge University. In and after
1588 he carried on his business by deputies, George
Bishop and Ralph Newbery, and in the following
year, on the disgrace of Sir Thomas Wilkes, he ob-
tained an exclusive patent for himself and his son to
print all official documents, as well as Bibles and
Testaments. At one time Barker had no fewer than
five presses, and between 1575 and 1585 he printed
as many as thirty-eight editions of the Scriptures.
Christopher Barker died in 1599, and was succeeded
in his post of royal printer by Robert Barker, his
eldest son.

On the 23rd June 1586 was issued The Newe De-
crees of the Starve Chamber for orders in Printing,
which is reprinted in full in the second volume of
Arber's Transcripts, pp. 807-812. It was the most
important enactment concerning printing of Queen
Elizabeth's reign, and formed the model upon which
all subsequent official acts for the printers' un-
doing were framed. Its chief clauses were these:
It restricted all printing to London and the two
Universities. The number of presses then in London
was to be reduced to such proportions as the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury and the Bishop of London
should think sufficient. No books were to be
printed without being licensed, and gave the war-
dens the right to search all premises on suspicion.
The penalties were imprisonment and defacement
of stock.